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News Release

CASE# 2003-12355 DATE:9/8/03

TYPE OF INCIDENT: DEATH INVESTIGATION  DATE/TIME: 9/7/03 @ 9:51PM

LOCATION/ADDRESS: 1379 STOKES ROAD, MEDFORD, NJ

NAME OF HOMEOWNER/BUSINESS: Valerie deSwart

PROPERTY TAKEN/DAMAGES:      

DEFENDANT/DRIVERS NAME, AGE, ADDRESS:
     
     
CHARGES/SUMMONS:      

AMOUNT OF BAIL: $            Set by:      
  10% Authorized  R.O.R

SUSPECTS/INJURED: NAME, AGE, and ADDRESS:
     

TYPE OF INJURY:  Multiple Injuries to Head and Neck

WHERE HOSPITALIZED:   W.J. Marlton   W.J. Voorhees   M.H.B.C.    Cooper Trauma
   Other:      

SQUAD TRANSPORTING:  MEDFORD TWP. EMS OTHER:      

INVESTIGATING/ARRESTING OFFICER: Medford Township Police Division
                                                           Burlington County Prosecutor's Office

NARRATIVE:  THE MEDFORD POLICE DIVISION IS REPORTING THE VERY UNFORTUNATE INCIDENT OF A
DOG BITING WHICH RESULTED IN THE DEATH OF THE ABOVE LISTED VICTIM.

Police were called to a Stokes Road residence by a boyfriend of the victim, who reported that he had
just come home from work and found the serverely traumatized body of the victim lying on the floor
in the bedroom.  The report was received through a 9-1-1 call received by PSAP in Medford
Townshsip. Police arrived and determined the victim to be deceased from what appeared to be  a
violent crime case.

An extensive investigation ensued with representatives of the Medford Township Police Criminal
Investigation Unit and the Burlington County Prosecutor's Office Major Crimes and Technical Services
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Units.  At first blush, the victim appeared to have been violently assaulted with extensive head and
neck injuries.

The Burlington County Medical Exmainer's Office assisted through autopsy, was able to determine the
cause of death as being directly related to injuries sustained consistent with a mauling by a dog. The
cause of death was reported by Dr. Dante Ragasa, Chief Medical Examiner for Burlington County, as :
(1) Exsanguination (Massive Blood Loss), secondary to multiple injuries to head and neck and
secondary to mauling by a dog.

The investigation revealed that the dog was only recently obtained by the victim through an internet
search (www.petfinder.com). The dog, a Doberman Pinscher, was adopted by the victim from "The
Associated Humane Societies, Evergreen Avenue, Newark, NJ 10 days prior to this incident.

The dog is currently being quarantined through Medford Township's Animal Control services, until
such time as legal determination for disposition of the animal is made through the Township
solicitor's office, so as to be consistent with State Law under Chapter 4 and Medford Township's
Vicious Dog Ordinance.
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